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Philosophy and the Black Experience
Professor: David E. McClean, Philosophy

demcclean@aol.com

Phone: (516) 680-6630

Office Hours: By Appointment.

Course Objective: This course is intended to add critical thinking skills, via the use of philosophical concepts, to the student’s analysis of the history and literature of African peoples (and their descendants) in America. 

Requirements: There are three primary texts for this course. All three texts must be read by the completion date, in the following order: The Fire Next Time, The Souls of Black Folk, and In My Father’s House.  A quiz will be given on each text. Each quiz will consist of five questions. 

For The Souls of Black Folk, each student will be assigned one chapter and must prepare an oral presentation to be delivered to the class. The presentation must explain, as fully as possible, the assigned chapter.

Finally, there will be a short final exam, consisting of five questions.

Texts:

The Fire Next Time, by James Baldwin



The Souls of Black Folk, by W.E.B. Du Bois

In My Fathers House - Africa in the Philosophy of Culture, by Kwame Anthony Appiah
Grading: Each quiz will count as 10% of the final grade. The oral presentation will count for 40% of the final grade. The final exam will be 50% of the final grade.

Absences: More than two unexcused absences will have a negative impact on your grade. 

Plagiarism: See the college policies on plagiarism on-line. 

On-Line Resources:
www.africanaphilosophy.net; www.africana.com;  http://www.nypl.org/research/sc/sc.html; www.plato.stanford.edu; http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/   
Primary Readings

(The instructor may, from time to time, provide hand-outs or internet references to help clarify readings or concepts.)

Day

Reading Assignment/Chapter
Session 1
Introductory Lecture & Viewing of The Price of the Ticket (James Baldwin) (87 min.)

______________________________________________________________________________


Session  2
Lecture: Philosophical concepts and the ‘Black Experience’



Reading of The Fire Next Time
______________________________________________________________________________

Session 3
Lecture: Philosophy Born of Struggle



Reading of The Fire Next Time
______________________________________________________________________________

Session 4
Lecture: James Baldwin: His Universalism, Homosexuality and Race in the Context of the Struggle



Reading of The Fire Next Time (Completion deadline)
______________________________________________________________________________

Session 5
Lecture: W.E.B. Du Bois & Booker T. Washington



Lecture: The Du Bois - Washington Debate in Modern Times



Viewing: W.E.B. Du Bois – A Biography in Four Voices (116 min.)
______________________________________________________________________________

Session 6
Lecture: The Souls of Black Folk 



Lecture: Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others


Student Presentations

______________________________________________________________________________

Session 7
Lecture: Marxism and the Black Struggle



Lecture: Of Our Spiritual Strivings; Of the Dawn of Freedom; Of the Training of Black Men 



Student Presentations


______________________________________________________________________________

Session 8
Lecture: Pan Africanism and Negritude



Lecture: Of the Black Belt; of The Quest of the Golden Fleece;



Of the Passing of the First Born


Student Presentations

______________________________________________________________________________

Session 9
Lecture: Contemporary African-American Philosophers



Lecture: Of Alexander Crummell; Of the Coming of John; The Sorrow Songs



Student Presentations (Completion deadline for The Souls of Black Folk)

______________________________________________________________________________

Session 10
Lecture: Kwame Anthony Appiah and Others



Lecture: In My Father’s House: The Invention of Africa
______________________________________________________________________________

Session 11
Lecture: Race (Blacks and “Blaaks” and Whites and “Whytes”)





Lecture: In My Father’s House: Illusions of Race (Completion deadline for In My Father’s House)

______________________________________________________________________________

Session 12
Lecture: Race and Culture



Lecture: Race and Identity

______________________________________________________________________________

Session 13
Concluding Lecture


Philosophy and the Black Experience


Student Data Sheet

Name: ___________________________
e-mail addresses     
______________________

 








______________________

Phone Number: Home ______________________ Cell _______________________

Home Address 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Missing Summaries: 1  2  3  4  5  6   7   8  9  10  11  12  13

Partially Missing :  1  2  3  4  5  6   7   8  9  10  11  12  13

Unprepared: 1  2  3  4  5  6   7   8  9  10  11  12  13

Excused absences: Dates________________________________________   

Unexcused absences: Dates________________________________________   

Class participation evaluation: A   B   C    D    F

Final Paper Grade: ______________________

Extra Credit Assignment: A   B   C    D    F

Office Visits - Dates: _________________________________

Comments: 

Course Lexicon

Existential/Existentialism

Metaphysics/Metaphysical

Ethics/Morality

Epistemology

Ontology

Autonomy

Chattel Slavery

Dogma

Jim Crow

The Black Church

Fallacy

Aesthetics

Political Philosophy

Race

The Sorrow Songs

The Color Line

Racialism/Racism

Essentialism

Genes/Genetic/Allele/Chromosome/Phenotype

Species

Culture

Ethnies

Ockham’s Razor

Substance and Predicate

European Enligtenment(s)

Black vs. “Black” (vs. “Blaak” - neologism used in this course)

White vs. “White” (vs. “Wyte” - neologism used in this course)

Identity

Black Muslims

Elijah Muhammad

Malcolm X

James Baldwin

W.E.B. Du Bois

Alexander Crummell

Martin Delaney

Niagra Conference

The Crisis
NAACP

Marcus Garvey

Booker T. Washington

Frederick Douglass

Cosmopolitanism

Communitarianism

Kwame Anthony Appiah

Axiology

Hypostatize


Reify

Social Construct

Jingoism

Propaganda

Pan-Africanism

Negritude

Alain Locke


Countee Cullen


Strength to Love


Affirmative Action


Universalism 


The “Veil”











